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sued under conditions where the realization of the activity
rather than merely the external product is the aim, fulfills
the requirements which were laid down earlier in connection
with the discussion of aims, interest, and thinking. (See
Chapters VIII, X, XII.)
A calling is also of necessity an organizing principle for in-
formation and ideas; for knowledge and intellectual growth.
It provides an axis which runs through an immense diversity
of detail; it causes different experiences, facts, items of in-
formation to fall into order with one another. The lawyer,
the physician, the laboratory investigator in some branch
of chemistry, the parent, the citizen interested in his own
locality, has a constant working stimulus to note and re-
late whatever has to do with his concern. He unconsciously,
from the motivation of his occupation, reaches out for all
relevant information, and holds to it. The vocation acts
as both magnet to attract and as glue to hold. Such organi-
zation of knowledge is vital, because it has reference to
needs; it is so expressed and readjusted in action that it
never becomes stagnant. No classification, no selection
and arrangement of facts, which is consciously worked out
for purely abstract ends, can ever compare in solidity or
effectiveness with that knit under the stress of an occupation;
in comparison the former sort is formal, superficial, and cold.
3. The only adequate training for occupations is training
through occupations. The principle stated early in this book
(see Chapter VI) that the educative process is its own end,
and that the only sufficient preparation for later responsibili-
ties comes by making the most of immediately present life,
applies in full force to the vocational phases of education.
The dominant vocation of all human beings at all times is
living-—intellectual and moral growth. In childhood and
youth, with their relative freedom from economic stress,
this fact is naked and unconcealed. To predetermine some
future occupation for which education is to be a strict prepa-

